A total of 5074 older adults responded. After exclusion of 581 who did not respond to the firearms module and 65 who reported household firearm ownership but did not report on storage, 4428 responses were available for analysis. Overall, 38.6% reported a firearm in the home (an estimated 410 000 statewide). Respondents from firearm-owning households tended to be younger and were more likely to be white, male, and married ( Table 1) . Among firearm-owning households, 32.5% stored all firearms locked and unloaded, and 23.5% stored at least 1 firearm unlocked and loaded. Those reporting unlocked and loaded storage were more likely to be male, to be a veteran, and to reside in a rural area than those reporting safer storage.
The prevalence of diagnosed depression and frequent mental distress was 17.4% and 6.9%, respectively. Memory loss in the previous year was reported by 12.2% of participants, and 5.6% reported discussing it with a clinician. The prevalence of these conditions did not vary meaningfully by household firearm ownership ( Table 2) . Among those in firearm-owning households, the prevalence of suicide risk factors or memory loss did not vary meaningfully by storage practice.
Discussion: In this statewide representative study of older adults in Washington, the prevalence of mental health or memory loss indicators did not vary by household firearm ownership or storage practices. Given the association between firearm ownership and suicide (5), limiting access to lethal weapons for the older adult population represents an important avenue for suicide prevention. This is especially important among aging adults with firearms in the home who are beginning to show symptoms of depression or dementia.
The lack of significant differences in suicide risk factors and memory loss among older adults in households with and without firearms is concerning and indicates the need for action on the part of policymakers, physicians, and families to address this issue. In addition to patient-provider communication, risk-based policies on eligibility for firearm ownership reduce access to lethal means. Some states currently restrict access for persons with mental illness, but few mention dementia. As "red flag" laws continue to be adopted throughout the country, the potential risk for firearm injury among older adults with memory loss should be considered an important indication. Recently published guidelines provide recommendations on the timing and content of conversations about firearms and suggest that providers include screening questions when seeing persons with dementia (4). These conversations with older patients could be crucial opportunities to prevent injuries and save lives. 
